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T'IEN-CHING FOREIGN TRADE REVIVED;
LABOR DISPUTES SETTLED

REVIVAL OF FAREIGN TRADE -- Hua-shang Pao, 11 Miy 49

During Merch 1949 the forelgn trade of North China showed an export sxcoss of
168,023,134 yuen in Peoplo's currency. According to {igures issued by the T'lem-
ching (Tientsin) Customs Office, March imports vere valued at 48,382,045 yuan, the
chief items teing rope, burlup bags, handicraft tools, automobile parts, ieather,
zinc oxide, raraffin, paper resin, and rubber. Exports were valued at 216,405,179
yuan, che chief itews buing ruge, bristles, wool, egg products, hides, casings,
medicinal herbs, almonds. welon seede, vermicelll, wino, and prepared drugs.

For April 1949 there was an export excess of 93 million yuan.

One of the econamic leaders of T'len-chirg made the following statcments
oconcerniang North Chirza'e foreign trade:

1. North China has recovered rapidly in foreign trade. Amazing recovery has
been made in T!'ien-ching nince the liberaticn.  Under EMI rule, the average momthly
foreign trads in 1947 amounted to about US $2.690,000, by March of this year, it
had recovered to US $880,000.

2. There has bdeen a nntable increase of trade betveen Hong Kang and other parts
of North China. In March, Hong Kong sent to T'len-ching goods valued at 13,469,892
Hong Em.g dollars, an increase of more than five tizes since January. Goods
axported o Hong Kong from North China vere 62.5 perceat more in March than in
Fedbruaxry. This shows that Honmg Kong's trade with North China is better than under
the XMP reactionary regime.

3, Imports of foreign goods into Narth China have fallen off sharply. Under
EMT rule foreign goods were forced on North China, but since the liberation the
Pecple's Government has exsrcised great care in gelecting goods which can be
imported. Luxury goods of no value to the people's sconomy and unnecessary consumer
goods have been forbpidien.
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L. Export trade 1s £l u: weLling Levr e of the fres movoment of goods between
city and country since the liberatioa of North China. As compared to March exports
thio yeai and those of 1947, export trade has.recovered more than two thirds.

In the light of these conditione, if the rich exporteble resources of Horth
China were exchanged for production tools and neceseary raw materials for developing
city mdusiz-ies to stabllize the economy, the futurs of foreign trade in the
liberated ares would be very bright.

:

T'EN-CHING LABOR DISPUTES SETTLED -- Hue-shang Pao, L May 49

It 1s reported that the labor disputes in private industries of T'ien-ching
('J.‘ientam) have been genmerally settled through the mediation of the Recple’s
Governmasnt and the T'ian-ohing Office of the North Chine General: Labor Unlesi.
During the past 3 months, jome Lil cases have been amicatly settled, permitting
more thm 80 percent of the private factories to resums prioduction.

“In. general the ‘main causes for the disputes arose from action teken by the
caplialists., I.ong influensed by Talse KNI ‘propaganda which made them suspicious
of Compuinist econcmie po],icies, the majority. of private factm'y ‘and: shop ownara

".agopted a *wait and cee” policy vhen the city wves 1iberated, snd refused to'reopen
thelr plants. In additicm they attempted to delay. wage payments to workers under

) _the pretext of haviag no roaa,y ¢ash, thereby failing to maintain- a living standard

- ‘for: the workers, and delayed improving working conditions in the ‘plants. A minor
;omuse which ocntributqd to some. labor disputes was the certain leftiet leanings .of
the workera.

The gersral policy adopted by the government and union officiale in sottling
labor disputes was to give equal consideration to both managemsnt and labor.
They urged both parties to observe the rights of the other, and emphasized the
need for mutual understanding. By teking this stand, the conciliators have
been able to gain the confidence of the emplayers tC have them carry out
necessary reforms, while eliminating excessive demands made by the warkers.
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